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Get the bunting ready for 
the Jubilee - pages 10 and 11

Pilgrimage floats the Bishop’s boat
RAIN may have changed the 
route but certainly did not stop 
play for the Bishop of Reading 
as he embarked on a pilgrimage 
with a difference – one that took 
place entirely on water.

The Rt Revd Andrew Proud 
and his wife Janice spent a 
week on the almost overflowing 
Kennet and Avon Canal and the 
Thames as a way of getting to 
know his patch. 

And despite witnessing some 
hairy scenes as one narrowboat 
got stuck in a weir in fast flowing 
water, the Bishop and Janice had 
a fantastic time raising money 
for Water Aid to sink wells in 
Ethiopia, where he served as 
a bishop before moving to 
Reading a year ago. 

“The Area I serve is vast, and 
its shape makes it very difficult 
for us to feel connected to each 
other,” says Bishop Andrew.

  “A year into my time here, 
I decided I wanted to do 
something to bring as many of 
us together as possible, to help 
me understand the Area better. 
I’m hoping this will be a chance 
for us to draw breath and reflect 
on the fast pace of our life in 
Berkshire.

  “There was rain and floods 
and the barging community 
were battening down the 
hatches and lighting their stoves. 
It highlighted how high rainfall 
means all we have to do in this 
country is change our plans.

“In Eastern Ethiopia it rains 
once a year. If you have pitched 
your tent on a dry river bed 

when the rain comes you risk 
getting swept away and people 
lose their lives.”

Bishop Andrew remembered 
his experiences of going to the 
tap in Addis Ababa where he 
would find there was no water, 
which was not only inconvenient, 
but, because power supplies 
relied on a  hydroelectricity 
system, there would be no 
electricity either. “We had three 
days of back-to-back 16-hour 
power cuts. 

During the boating pilgrimage, 
Bishop Andrew only got as far as 
Reading, as it was there that 

another narrow boat got stuck 
under a bridge and the river 
was flowing so quickly it took 
three fire engines to dislodge it. 
“Water was flowing like rapids 
through the centre of Reading,” 
said Bishop Andrew. “The 
Thames was ‘red boarded’ which 
meant it was not safe to go on.”

He did however stick to his 
plans to meet clergy across 
Berkshire, praying the Lectio 
Divina, where people read 
scripture, and then, after  a 
silence share their thoughts on 
what the Spirit of God is saying to 
them through the Word. “It was 

extraordinary. Ordinary people 
were happening on phrases and 
insights and you thought ‘my 
goodness, that’s really worth 
writing down and sharing’. We 
had a good lunch together every 
day and got to know each other, 
talking like you would when you 
are walking or going on a car 
journey together.

Messing about on boats, Bishop Andrew on the boat that became his temporary floating home. Photo by KT Bruce.

by Jo Duckles

ONLINE @For more on WaterAid’s work 
see www.wateraid.org/uk/
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Prayer and Reflection

June prayer diary compiled by John Manley 

TRINITY SUNDAY 3 JUNE Oxford Deanery: Area 
Dean Mark Butchers, lay chair Anne Lee, secretary 
Michael Daniel, treasurer Alan McCullough, LLM 
Bruce Armour; Chaplains to the Oxford Deaf Church 
Ben Whitaker & Roger Williams. The deanery mission 
action plan. The people, wardens, PCCs and support 
staff of the deanery. The Diocese of Connor (Armagh).

SUNDAY 10 JUNE: MP, local government staff and 
councillors serving the people of the Deanery of 
Oxford. The Thames Valley Police and the Fire and 
Rescue Services serving the people of the diocese. 
The Anglican Communion Environmental Network as it 
promotes local initiatives to become better stewards of 
God’s creation. The Anglican Church in Burma.

SUNDAY 17 JUNE Mursley Deanery: Area Dean 
Laurence Meering, lay chair Bobbie Ward, treasurer 
Jeremy Hopkinson, ecumenical representative Siv 
Tunnicliffe. For each parish and benefice working  out 
a mission action plan. The people, wardens, PCCs and 
support staff of the deanery. The Anglican Church in 
Nigeria.

SUNDAY 24 JUNE: The Church of England Guild 
of Vergers (Oxford Diocesan branch) chairman Tim 
Woods and staff. Local councillors and MP serving the 
people of the Deanery of Mursley. The United Church 
of North India.

Prayer to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for:

FRI 1 Kidlington with Hampton 
Poyle: clergy Anthony Ellis, Hilary 
Campbell, William Whyte, Gillian Straine; 
LLM Lesley Heffer.  

SAT 2 Osney: clergy Rodney Hill, Judith 
Brown, Martin Henig. North Hinksey (VC) 
School.

MON 4 Oxford St Aldate: clergy 
Charlie Cleverly, Philip Atkinson, 
Christian Hofreiter, Simon Ponsonby; lay 
pastor Anita Cleverly; student pastors 
Michelle Tepper, Peter Tepper; youth 
worker Oli Benyon; children’s pastor 
Rachel Smith.

TUE 5 Oxford St Andrew: clergy 
Andrew Wingfield Digby, Peter 
Scamman, Paul White; LLMs David 
Bendor-Samuel, Donald Hay, Ben 
Knighton, David Wright; youth worker 
Andy McConville. Oxford St Frideswide 
(VA) School.

WED 6 Oxford St Barnabas and St 
Paul: clergy Jonathan Beswick, Mark 
Stafford, Dennis Mason; LLMs Maggie 
Ellis, Susan Gilllingham. Oxford St 
Barnabas (VA) School. 

THU 7 Oxford St Ebbe with Holy 
Trinity and St Peter le Bailey: clergy 
Vaughan Roberts, Suresh Menon, Peter 
Wilkinson, David Reid, Philip Jack; LLM 
Al Horn. 
 
FRI 8 Oxford St Giles and St Philip 
and St James with St Margaret: 
clergy Andrew Bunch,  Sally Welch, 

Nicholas Bradbury, Bernard Silverman, 
Paula Clifford; LLM David Longrigg. 
Oxford SS Philip & James (VA) School.

SAT 9 Oxford St Mary Magdalen: 
clergy Peter Groves, Richard Frith.

MON 11 Oxford St Mary the Virgin 
with St Cross with St Peter in the 
East: clergy Brian Mountford, Charlotte 
Bannister-Parker, Rachel Greene, David 
Neaum.

TUE 12 Oxford St Matthew: clergy 
Steve Hellyer, Tim Bradshaw, Jane 
Sherwood, Mike Rayner; LLM Jane 
Usher; youth minister Yvonne Morris; 
youth worker Anna Harwood. Oxford St 
Ebbe’s (VA) School.

WED 13 Oxford St Michael and St 
Martin and All Saints: clergy Bob 
Wilkes, Gregory Platten, Jo Moffett-Levy.

THU 14 Oxford St Thomas the 
Martyr: clergy Jonathan Beswick, 
Jonathan Baker.

FRI 15 South with New Hinksey: 
clergy James Wilkinson, Balwant Singh. 
Oxford New Hinksey (VC) School.

SAT 16 Summertown: clergy Gavin 
Knight.

MON 18 Wolvercote and Wytham: 
clergy Mark Butchers, Jo Coney, Viv 
Bridges, Rob Gilbert; LLM Tony Lemon; 
children’s worker Anne Barker.

TUE 19 Cottesloe: clergy Philip 
Derbyshire, Derek Witchell, Robert 
Wright. . Stewkley St Michael’s (VC) and 
Wingrave (VC) Schools.

WED 20 Ivinghoe with Pitstone and 
Slapton and Marsworth: clergy Tracey 
Doyle, LLMs Barbara de Butts, Sandra 
Green. Marsworth (VA) School.

THU 21 Newton Longville, Mursley, 
Swanbourne, Little Horwood and 
Drayton Parslow: clergy Laurence 
Meering, John Saunders, Jackie Brown; 
LLM Judith Saunders. Newton Longville 
(VC) Mursley (VC) and Swanbourne (VA) 
Schools.

FRI 22 The Brickhills (Bow, Great 
and Little) and Stoke Hammond: 
clergy John Waller; LLM Jeremy 
Hopkinson. Bow Brickhill (VA), High Ash 
(VC) Schools.

SAT 23 RAF Chaplains in High 
Wycombe, Halton, Benson, Brize Norton, 
Shrivenham.

MON 25 Army Chaplains in Abingdon, 
Arborfield, Sandhurst, Bicester, Windsor.

TUE 26 Prison Chaplains in Aylesbury, 
Bullington, Grendon, Springhill, Hunter-
combe, Reading, Woodhill.

WED 27 Mission in Work and Eco-
nomic Life: chaplains Susan van Beveren, 
Stephen Norrish, Graham Ghaleb, Linda 
Hiller.

THU 28 Hospital Chaplains in Abingdon, 
Broadmoor, Buckingham, Milton Keynes, 
Nettlebed, Windsor.

FRI 29 Hospital Chaplains in Oxford, 
Reading, Almshouses.

SAT 30 Our linked Diocese of Kimberley 
and Kuruman (first Bishop of Kimberley 
enthroned on this day in 1912). 

Sundays
Behold, O God our defender - and look upon the face of 
thine Anointed. (Ps 84:9 BCP)

Running the Race

 (The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.)

An article in my local 
newspaper reported that 
‘as a Priest preparing to 
provide support to athletes 
in the Games I had practised 

what I preached by running the London 
Marathon in April this year.’ This led 
me to reflect on what it means to be 
a Christian not just active in sport 
but active in the world. You could say 
running comes naturally to me, I run 
for health, fitness, stress relief, and 
pure enjoyment. When I have a bad 
day or am really stressed, putting on my 
running shoes allows me to clear my 
head and de-stress. I do some of my best 
thinking and come up with some of my 
most creative ideas when I am running.

But running well demands the 
discipline to follow a committed training 
programme. Long distance running 
in particular (such as a marathon) 
requires a level of mental stamina that 
gets you to the finish line when the 
going gets tough. It is also the case that 
human beings tend to do things with 
a purpose in mind and running is no 
exception, which is why most people 
tend to perform better when they have 
a personal goal to aim for such as a 
lifelong ambition, a charity or a cause 
they wish to support.  

In 1 Corinthians 9:24 the Apostle Paul 
talks about how he severely disciplines 
his own body to serve Christ. When he 
compares the Christian life with what 

it takes to compete in order to get the 
prize, he says this: “Do you not know 
that in a race all the runners run but 
only one gets the prize. Run in such a 
way as to get the prize.” Paul realises 
that he must with discipline and rigour 
serve the Lord in order not to be 

excluded from the reward.   
A vision for the Race Before Us, the 

Diocesan Olympic and Paralympic 
Games planning group, is to encourage 
and enable churches to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ through engaging with 
our communities. 

As we know a disciple is someone 
who follows and making disciples 
means helping someone to follow Jesus. 
Following Jesus is about doing the same 
things Jesus does. 

The challenge as I see it, to practise 
what I preach as a follower of Jesus 
requires hard work and sacrifice. As 
Christians we’ve been told to carry out 
the great commission but what does this 
mean to make disciples? Does it mean 
leading discipleship classes, going on 
mission trips around the world, holding 
prayer meetings? For me it means 
all these things but most importantly 
spending time with other Christians 
helping them to do what Jesus is doing, 
which means helping them to serve 
others and teach others.  

I believe discipleship happens when 
we live our lives among one another. It 
happens in our homes, at restaurants, 
in our communities and places of work. 
In order to make disciples we need to 
spend a lot of time with the people we 
are discipling and most of that time 
must be outside the church walls. It 
is easier to talk about plans to run a 
Marathon than it is to execute a training 
plan and complete the race. In the 
same way it is easy for us to talk about 
discipleship than to do it. 

I believe the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee, the Olympic and the Paralympic 
Games provide very real opportunities 
for the church to be at the heart of the 
community helping each other to serve 
our nation whilst carrying out the great 
commission to make disciples of Jesus.

Janet Binns is the Diocese of Oxford’s  
Olympic and Paralympic Chaplain. 

The Revd Janet Binns on how 
marathon training helps her spir-
itually and creatively, and what 
Christians can learn from training 
for sport. 

‘Is not life more than food 
and the body more than 
clothing?’
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News

Diocesan Synod 
Reports ready
THE SYNOD Reports for 2011 
will be published later this month. 
The Reports set out important 
information on the work of the 
Boards and Councils of Diocesan 
Synod over the last calendar 
year, as well as reporting in some 
detail on diocesan finances.

To save costs, they are no 
longer produced as a booklet, 
but are available on the diocesan 
website (after Diocesan Synod on 
16 June) and anyone who doesn’t  
have the Internet can contact 
Ruth Reavley on 01865 208297 
for a hard copy.

The reports are a way of 
reporting back to the parishes 
on the work that takes place at 
Diocesan Church House, which is 
not always readily understood. 

One report pulls out some of 
the issues that were considered 
by Bishop’s Council last 
year. These include a draft 
Ministry Policy, proposals for 
strengthening the Christian 
ethos on governing bodies of 
church schools and engaging 
with national debates, such as 
women bishops and the Anglican 
Covenant – as well as the routine 
work of the Diocesan Board of 
Finance and planning work of 
Diocesan Synod.

“We welcome this opportunity 
to share some of the highlights of 
the work undertaken by Boards 
and Councils during the year,” 
said Rosemary Pearce, Diocesan 
Secretary. “It points to the wide 
range of work that goes on 
in all sorts of areas in the life 
of the Church that easily gets 
overlooked.

“We are extremely grateful to 
the volunteers and staff who give 
their time and skill to support 
the development of the Church’s 
work in this way.”

Jubilee prom 
SONNING parish launched 
its Jubilee Celebrations with a 
concert on 12 May.          

Approximately 300 people 
joined together both to celebrate 
the Diamond Jubilee, and to 
support Christian Aid, raising over 
£2000 from admission proceeds.

Choir members from the Reading 
Blue Coat School sang the 
anthem “Stronger as one” by 
Robert Hartshorne, which the 
Queen commissioned for the 
Commonwealth Day Observance 
Service in Westminster Abbey, 
and which they sang in her 
presence on that occasion. 

   The two choirs of St Andrew’s 
led patriotic songs, and all joined 
in with a Last Night of the Proms 
style finale. The Vicar, the Revd 
Jamie Taylor said: “It was a 
great community evening for our 
parish of Sonning and Charvil, 
combining both celebration and 
fundraising for a most worthwhile 
cause.” 

IN BRIEFCathedral welcomes its first Lay Canons

ROSEMARY Pearce, 
Oxford’s Diocesan Secretary 
has become one of the first 
Lay Canons of Christ Church 
Cathedral.

Rosemary, who is effectively 
chief executive of the Diocese 
was installed during a choral 
evensong on 12 May along 
with the Revd Prof Paul 
Fiddes, a Baptist minister 
and Professor of Systematic 

Theology at Oxford 
University, Bede Gerrard, the 
County Ecumenical Officer 
for Churches Together in 
Oxfordshire and a Reader in 
the Orthodox Church and 
Professor Lionel Tarassenko, 
Director of the Institute of 
Biomedical Engineering 
and Professor of Electrical 
Engineering at Oxford 
University. 

The Dean of Christ 
Church, the Very Reverend 
Christopher Lewis said “This 
is a first for Christ Church 
Cathedral: we already have a 
number of Honorary Canons 
who are clergy of the Oxford 
Diocese. Now that valuable 
team is being supported by 
others who can provide help 
and advice from lay and 
ecumenical perspectives.”

Relics found at new Church school site

As part of my Mission Enabler 
role I am involved in the 
Aylesbury Vale Academy 
currently in Quarrendon. Two 
years ago it became a Church 
of England Academy. In 2013 
it moves to its new site in 
Berryfields to the NorthWest 
of the town. I am working on 
the job description for the new 
post of part time Academy 
Chaplain and part time ‘New 
Communities Minister’ (title 
to be decided).

I recently called in to the 
new Academy site office to 
introduce myself and met the 
Engineer and Archaeologists 
working on the site. They had 
discovered Roman artifacts, 
and in particular, a round-
house. I realised this would 
be very important for the 
Academy as it moves to its 

brand new home, not only 
in terms of the history 
curriculum, but also for 
the Academy’s own history, 
present and hope for its 
future.

The Archaeologists’ budget 
did not allow for any aerial 
photography so I emailed all 
the Deanery’s churches for 
help. I had several responses 
and the Revd Denise Critchell 
replied to say friends of hers 
who work for Heli Air in High 
Wycombe wanted to help. 
Joules Michalakis from Heli 
Air phoned to say her husband, 
Yianni, both Christians, would 
be delighted to help.

I met Yianni at Heli Air. 
He suggested to get the best 
shots he would remove the 
helicopter passenger door 
- scary for some but I was 
delighted! We took off at 
11am on a gloriously sunny 

day. 
To aid identification I had 

arranged for the archeologists 
to be working on the round 
house.  I was able to take about 
40 photos of the site and the 
remains and had a wonderful 
time. However, by this time 
much of the excavation 
had been completed and so 
trenches are what can be seen 
now.

The whole experience has 
enabled me to make great 
contacts with the Humanities 
and RE departments 
which will be invaluable in 
developing the profile and 
supporting the appointed 
person. I’ve also now got the 
flying bug!

The Revd Phil White is the 
Vicar of Broughton Community 
Church and Aylesbury Deanery 

Mission Enabler.

by Phil White

Phil is pictured about to take to the air. 

Amersham’s angels are 
on the way

Two guardian angels set to welcome 
visitors to St Michael And All Angels 
Church, Amersham, are currently 
being created by glass artist Suzanne 
Raffellini. 

The angels, one carrying a spear and 
the other a sword and shield, are the 
centrepiece of the £185,000 project to 
make a new town square to benefit the 
community of Amersham-on-the-Hill.

Suzanne, of Chesham Bois, was 
commissioned to make the angels 
which will be placed on either side of a 
welcoming new glass entrance towards 
the end of July, after impressing the 
church with her vision for the design.

The area outside the church will 
officially be named ‘St Michael’s Square’ 
with a new street sign. It will be opened 
by the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Rev 
John Pritchard, on 4 August, as part of 
a morning of celebrations in Sycamore 
Road.

The existing 1960s-style concrete and 
flowerbeds have been pulled up and 
are being replaced by a paved area with 
seating amongst trees and borders, to 
boost the town’s image for shoppers and 
local retailers. When completed, the 
church will also have a Quiet Garden 
and a labyrinth design built into the 
paving for all ages to enjoy.

School of Rock

STUDENTS belted out classic tunes from 
Rage Against the Machine and Guns 
and Roses as well as more contemporary 
numbers, like Rhianna’s We Found Love 
during three hours of live music at one 
of the Oxford Diocese’s newest church 
schools.
   There were two stages, 22 acts and 40 
songs at the Chiltern Hills Academy in 
the largest music event the school, which 
specialises in Design and Performing Arts, 
has ever seen. Covers of Franz Ferdinand, 
Adele, the Foo Fighters, Nirvana and White 
Stripes were all part of the event, which 
gave students the chance to show off their 
musical skills in front of a live audience. 

From left are Prof Lionel Tarassenko, Rosemary Pearce, The Very Revd Christopher Lewis, Bishop John, the 
Revd Professor Paul Fiddes and Bede Gerrard. Photo by KT Bruce.
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Green Pastures Christian Nursing Home was established in our community for the 
comfort and care of the frail, elderly and others who are terminally ill.  We provide 
compassionate, loving care whilst maintaining the highest standards of medical and 

professional service. 

We hold a weekly worship service and provide an interesting range of activities for 
residents to enjoy. Our skilled staff have ensured a good CQC write up, and deliver 

personalised care with individual careplans for each resident.

Relatives are welcome anytime - this is a Home from Home.

GREEN PASTURES CHRISTIAN NURSING HOME
The Hawthorns, Banbury Oxon OX16 9FA T: 01295 279963
E: enquiries@green-pastures-christian-nursing-home.org.uk
W: www.green-pastures-christian-nursing-home.org.uk
….show mercy and compassion to one another Zech 7:9

Advertisement Feature
Hospital of St Cross 

& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

England s Oldest Almshouse
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently
has vacancies and applications
are welcomed.
A registered Charity with a
Christian foundation, the
Hospital is situated a mile
south of Winchester. Each
Brother lives independently
and occupies a flat which he
furnishes himself.
Further information and an application form are
obtainable from:
Piers Armstrong, Clerk to the Trustees
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD
Tel: 01962 878218
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 202751

The Home of Devenish
Weymouth Dorset

There are 23 Bungalows and 
2 flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services (exclud-
ing Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) pro-
viding they are members of the 
Church of England.

For further information or an application form please contact:

Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish,
Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street,

Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA

Telephone: 01305 813895
www.devenishhomes.org

Registered Charity No. 202400

Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled.

Older people who need social care 
are paying more than ever before, 
according to Age UK. New analysis 
suggests that private spending on 
social care has risen by 4.5% (£380 
million) in the last year and is likely 
to continue to increase each year.

The charity’s analysis shows that in 
England more and more older people are 
paying for their own care, supporting its 
call for a new clear and transparent care 
and support system that will allow people 
to plan for the cost of care in later life. At 
the moment there is no realistic way for 
people to avoid potentially catastrophic 
costs – it is estimated that one in ten of 
those needing care spend over £100,000.

Over the same period of time there 
has been a fall in public sector spending 
on older people’s care of £341 million or 
approximately 4.5%. That is a decrease 
from £7.65 billion in 2010-11 to an 
estimated £7.3 billion in 2011-12 (2011 
prices).

In 2011/2012 private expenditure on 
social care, which includes charges for 
council-funded services, top up payments 
to supplement local authority payments 
that do not completely cover residential 
care home fees, and privately purchased 

home and residential care was an 
estimated £8.78 billion(1), in comparison to 
£8.4 billion spent on private expenditure in 
2010/2011.

Age UK estimates that by 2015, an extra 
£2.2 billion will come out of older people’s 
pocket to pay for social care services.

Age UK fears that continued increases 
in care costs could result in a number of 

older people not being able to afford their 
current care packages, leading them to 
either cut back or do without.

This extra spend comes at a time when 
public expenditure on social care is falling 
in real terms even though the population 
is rapidly ageing – the number of people 
aged 65 years and over is expected to rise 
by 65% in the next 25 years to over 16.4 
million by 2033

Self funders of care services 
paying more than ever before 

says Age UK

To Advertise Please 
Call 01752 225623
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News
New members of the Order of St Frideswide

New Chaplain to the Deaf
A NEW Chaplain for the Deaf has been 
appointed to help provide worship for the 
hearing impaired in Buckinghamshire and 
North Oxfordshire.

The Revd Andrew Taylor-Cook will take 
up his post on July 1st. He will work for 
half of his time for the Diocese of Oxford 
and the other half for the Diocese of 
Peterborough. The Revd Roger Williams, 
who has been Chaplain to the Deaf in the 
Oxford Diocese for 20 years, will continue 
to work in a half time position covering 
Berkshire and South Oxfordshire.

Jo Saunders, Chairman of the Oxford 
Diocesan Council for the Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing, said: “Andrew has been a 
chaplain to the deaf before, and a Church 
Army Captain. Four years ago he went to 
theological college and having completed a 
curacy is coming back into deaf chaplaincy. 

“We are hoping he will continue to 
provide deaf services in Buckinghamshire 
and to get them going in Bicester and 
Banbury. He will be doing a similar role in 
Peterborough.”

It is a time of change for ODCD as 
Jo is planning to retire from her role as 
Chairman this month and is in the process 
of handing over to the Revd Tim Edge. A 
new administrator, Angie Williams, was 
appointed in April. For more see www.
odcd.org.uk.

BRF needs new Daily 
Reading writers
THE Bible Reading Fellowship based in 
Abingdon is looking for writers to contribute to 
its Upper Room series, which it publishes in 
partnership with The Upper Room Ministries, 
based in the USA. 
   A training day led by the Upper Room UK 
editor Susan Hibbins will be held on Tuesday 
17 July at The Spring, Highmoor hall, Henley-
on-Thames, Oxfordshire. Anyone interested 
is welcome. The day costs £20 and will 
cover all aspects of writing a Bible based 
meditation.  For further details visit www.
brfonline.org.uk/upper-room-writers-day/ or 
call 01865 319700.

Cyclists required for Tree 
of Light
Cyclists from across the Diocese are needed 
to light up a creative project involving a 16 
metre tree that will act as a centrepiece to 
two of three performances of a special show 
in July.
   If you can cycle fast for up to eight minutes 
at a time and have a head for heights, this 
could be for you. The high altitude cycling 
powerhouse will be built into the wall of 
the tree, five storeys high and will proivde 
the most unusual ride cyclists have ever 
extperienced. The more of them that pedal the 
more light and activity is created within the 
tree. Email rachel.symons@oxfordinspires.org 
to find out more.

IN BRIEF

THREE people have had their 
services to the Diocese of 
Oxford honoured by becoming 
the latest people to be admitted 
to the Order of St Frideswide.

Brian Newey, Chair of the 
Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Finance, David Jefferson, 
Chairman of the Diocesan 
Advisory Committee, and 
Rosemary Green, who has 
carried out pastoral work for 
many years, became members 
of the order in a ceremony held 
at Christ Church Cathedral 
in May. The Order began in 
2002 as a way of honouring 
lay people’s contributions to 
the diocese. 

Brian, 75, who had a career 
in the railway industry, was 
totally surprised more than 
10 years ago when the then 
Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries asked him to 
take on the voluntary role on 
the Board of Finance.

He said it was around the 
same time that Nigel Wearne, 
Diocesan Director of Finance 
was taken on. “I’ve been doing 
it a long time but I’ve enjoyed 
it,” said Brian.

“When Bishop John said he 
would like to consider me for 
the Order of St Frideswide I 
was thrilled to bits because 
some very good people are 
already members and it just 
seems to be a lovely thing 
to be offered.” Brian began 
working in the rail industry as 
a management trainee in 1960. 
He was a station master in 
London, a divisional manager 
in Birmingham at what he 

describes as an exciting time 
for opening up new services 
at Birmingham International 
Station. “It was a really lovely 
career. It brought together 
a lot of communicating 
and financial and project 
management skills and that 
fits in very well with working 
alongside professionals in the 
diocese,” he says.

Brian, who says he does not 
like to be seen as simply ‘Mr 
Moneybags’ is also a Licensed 
Lay Minister at St Laurence, 
Warborough, where he has 
worshipped since he moved 
to the village 26 years ago. “I 
practise a bit of ministry in 
the parish so I have a well-
rounded dimension and I feel 

part of the ministry.”
 David Jefferson, Chairman 

of the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee, took on his role 
when he became semi-retired 
from his law career in 1994. 

He said: “I became active 
in the Victorian Society as 
its local adviser when the 
vacancy arose on the DAC. 
Since childhood I’ve been 
very interested in architecture 
and history and this role is like 
a dream. In terms of church 
buildings it would be hard to 
find a better diocese. 

“I have served on many 
committees in my time and 
been chair of a number of 
them and the DAC is in my 
top three.”

Rosemary Green, who has 
served the diocese for 27 
years as a lay minister in two 
different parishes, said: “It is 
still a great surprise to me 
that the Bishop invited me 
to become a member of the 
Order of St. Frideswide. 

“Initially I declined, not 
seeing what I have done 
but Bishop John’s second 
letter - graciously, gently and 
persuasively - encouraged 
me to accept. So I see my 
membership of the Order 
as representing countless 
lay people who have worked 
faithfully in their parishes for 
more years than I have. Now I 
must learn a bit more about St 
Frideswide herself.”

From left are David Jefferson, Rosemary Green, Bishop John and Brian Newey. Photo by KT Bruce.. 

The view from the pulpit at Westminster Abbey
WHAT a view it was as I looked 
down the aisle, through the 
great gates at the end of the 
Quire over the nave altar and 
beyond to the Tomb of the 
Unknown Warrior and out 
through the great West Door. 
Six times a day for six days 
I climbed the steps into the 
ancient  pulpit  where so many 
famous people have preached. 
On the hour I welcomed the 
visitors to this great Abbey 
and impressed upon them 
that it wasn’t a theme park 
but a house of God filled with 
worship and prayer.

I called for silence on the 
hour that we might pray and 
the silence which followed 

was quite amazing, hundreds 
of people became still. 
Twice daily I took those that 
wanted further prayer into 
the most sacred sanctuary 
that surrounds the tomb of 
St Edward the Confessor. We 
offered all the prayer cards 
written the day before from 
people anxious for prayer 
for themselves, for loved 
ones, hundreds piled into 
a bowl. The Sacraments of 
Reconciliation (confession) 
and Anointing (laying on of 
hands) were offered also twice 
daily and many sought me out 
to go to a private chapel close 
by for these Sacraments. 

I was humbled by how many 
people just wanted me to bless 

them. Presiding at the midday 
Eucharist was awesome and 
the vergers, the men in black, 
assisted me seamlessly nudging 
me into position and helping 
me on with my vestments ( 
I could get used to that!): 
I robed in the room that 
Royalty are received in and 
used the Queen’s loo – so did 
several ladies from Caversham 
who had the alternative tour.

 At night after Choral 
Evensong I walked the cloister 
home to my cosy flat which 
was very close to Big Ben and 
to begin with kept me awake 
all night.

Being in the Abbey at night 
is amazing. You can hear the 
hum of the traffic outside 

but there is also a vibration 
inside as if the building is 
moving. I met people from 
all over the world asking all 
sorts of questions. I’ve just 
been invited to be an Olympic 
Chaplain for the Abbey in 
July.Thanks again to all those 
who came to cheer me on. The 
Revd Marion Pyke is a curate 
in Caversham, Thameside and 
Mapledurham. 

by Marion Pyke
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Spotlight on
An end to rural loneliness

In May The Archway Foundation 
circulated a leaflet about loneliness 
to all rural churches in Oxfordshire.  

Archway is a Christian charity which 
works in Oxfordshire to serve people 
who have been hurt by loneliness.  This 
year Archway celebrates its 30th year.  “A 
survey by the Mental Health Foundation 
recently discovered that half think that 
people are getting lonelier. Loneliness is 
indeed increasing” said Sheila Furlong, 
the Director of Archway recently, “and we 
only touch the surface of the issue.”     

The Christian tradition often sees 
alone-ness as a way of finding God, and 
often busy people seek a respite from 
their busyness in solitary moments of 
refreshment and renewal. But there is 
also the powerful tradition of Christian 
community which balances that when 
aloneness becomes loneliness. The 
writer of Genesis recognised this in 
Chapter One verse 18: ‘It is not good for 
a person to be alone.’ Paul Hawgood, the 
founder of The Archway Foundation 
took inspiration from the Eskimo word 
for describing the unpleasant side of 
loneliness:

• The unhappiness felt by the absence 
  of other people.
• The feeling experienced by those 
   who are “left behind” - missing a 
   person who is no longer around.
• The deep emotional loneliness 
   which comes from a silent and
   withdrawn personality.
The Archway Foundation’s leaflet 

prompts rural churches to think 
about ways of supporting people who 
experience loneliness:-

• Help to remove the stigma of 
  loneliness by talking about it. Invite 
  a speaker to address the issues.
• Think about ways of identifying 

lonely people in your community: those 
who are bereaved, those who live in 
isolated places, those who maybe unable 
to leave their homes or young people 
who have no access to transport.

 • Interventions to prevent loneliness
    are likely to be intergenerational 
    and using different approaches. 
    Establish a pastoral befriending 
    team to help provide support to 
    those who need it.
 • Lack of transport may be the 
    biggest barrier to assuaging 
    loneliness. A local car scheme 
    may be the answer. Work with your
    local parish council to discover the
    need and establish a Good 
    Neighbour Scheme. In 
    Oxfordshire Voluntary Link Up 
    in Witney provides support to  
    and networking for Good 

   Neighbour schemes.
• Sunday is a difficult day for many 
   lonely people. Even those who 
   attend church can then go home 
   to an empty house as people go off 
   to lunch parties and family events
   Design worship [and names of 
   worship events] to be friendly to 
   those who live alone; they may feel
   excluded from a “Family” styled 
   service.
 • Establish a “community cafe” in the
   church and offer social activities.

Glyn Evans, Diocesan Rural 
Officer, on tackling the isolation 
experienced by vulnerable people 
in rural areas.   

Ways of helping - 
real people’s stories:

Doris is an elderly, disabled lady living in a  
village.  Her family do as much as they can 
for her but she spends a lot of her time on 
her own. She is unwell and disabled and 
after carers help her to get out of bed in the 
morning she spends the rest of the day in a 
chair until bedtime. 

She makes the most of her situation 
watching the television and listening to 
the radio but what she really enjoys is 
conversation. Time hangs heavy and the 
days seem very long. Her home is in a quiet 
road so there is no noise, no evidence of the 
world outside. 

Doris was referred to her local volunteer 
centre, and a request for a befriender was 
made. A volunteer, in her 40s, now visits 
Doris once a week and they talk about all 
sorts of things – her life, being in service, 
families, favourite things, hopes and fears. 
Doris looks forward to the visits – they 
help her to define her week, and give her 
somebody different to talk to who isn’t family 
or a professional carer.
   David is retired person and lives alone 
in a rural community. He recently moved 
in to the area and found it hard to make 

friends, fill his day and feel connected. to 
his community. He registered as a volunteer 
and now visits an elderly lady who lives in a 
care home and occasionally takes another 
elderly person out in his car for local drives. 
This has given him a purpose and the visits 
help him to plan his own week. He feels that 
he is making a difference in his community 
(which he is!) and is making connections 
with other people through his volunteering. 
David says that he feels less lonely and is 
much more settled in his new home. The 
difference is obvious in his demeanour – he 
looks less anxious and more cheerful!

Sheila Furlong  the Director of Archway 
worked with Judith Merry  to help a 
community understand and respond 
to the needs of lonely people locally. 
Judith, 23, contacted Archway (and other 
organisations) in her role as a young leader 
with Team V a young campaigner’s network 
encouraging young people to get involved 
in local and national issues. Living in a rural 
setting and dealing with the challenges of 
having muscular dystrophy Judith says: “I 
use an electric wheelchair and live in the 
countryside. I find myself excluded perhaps 
in the same way some elderly people feel 
if like me they have to rely on others or 
transport when there isn’t consistent public 
transport. I have lots of friends, a busy 
schedule and a supportive family so if I have 

experienced loneliness, imagine what it is 
like for those who have no one to turn to for 
help or for company. Some people in rural 
communities have a strong sense of pride 
and may be afraid to admit to feeling lonely 
because they feel it looks like they have 
failed in some way and feel they are just 
supposed to ‘put up with their lot and get 
on with it.’ I want them to know that they are 
not alone in their feelings of loneliness and 
that something can be done about it.”

To raise awareness of loneliness and 
to bridge the generational gap Judith 
organised a social event in Thame. She 
reported, “About 30 people of all ages came 
along; enough for myself and volunteers 
to get around talking to everyone. People 
enjoyed either playing a board or card game 
accompanied with a cup of tea and cake or 
just a chat. Aylesbury Youth Action brought 
and ran a Wii for people to have a crack 
at and representatives from Age UK and 
Connect the Elderly came along to listen to 
people and to give information about their 
services. We can all do something to help 
those in our community who are lonely. 
Checking in on a neighbour, helping out at 
a community group, showing people how to 
use the internet, hosting a tea party are just 
some suggestions for building bridges and 
making connections in our community.”

ONLINE @For more see
www.archwayfoundation.org.uk
or call 01865 790552

Pic: Istock. 

In Times of Need
The loss of a loved one can be an 

emotional as well as stressful time. 
There are many professionals who can 
ease the burden of preparation for a 
funeral with their expertise and personal 
service. 

There can be a lot to arrange in a very short 
time whether or not its a church service or 
one at the crematorium. Funeral Directors 
have the experience, very often through 
several generations of the same family, to 
provide a fitting tribute to your lost one. There 
are many pieces of paperwork that need filling 
in and visits to registrars etc. They will make 
contact on your behalf with the Vicar you 
wish to oversee the service whether it is in 
your local church or a crematorium. They can 
arrange the music, the limousines, the hearse 
and so much more. To save stress on family 
it is a good idea to make sure that your Will is 
up to date.

In a time of bereavement the comfort of 
friends and family all play their part, so to 
does the help of committed professionals who 
can guide you to make sensible decisions at 
a time when you might not be thinking too 
clearly yourself.

More and more people are beginning to 
take the stress and financial demands off 
loved ones at what can be a distressing time 
by planning ahead. A Pre-Payment Funeral 
Bond allows you to make decisions about 
your own funeral. You can list your own 
choice of hymns, choose other music you 
might wish to have included in the service. Do 
you want burial or cremation and do you have 
a specific choice of coffin.

Advertisement Feature
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Family

Go away!

As Diocesan Youth Adviser I 
get asked a huge variety of 
questions about all aspects 
of work with young people.  
There are a goodly number 

of these that can be answered with the 
simple phrase, “Go away!” This is not 
some harsh brush off but a practical 
answer to how a group might develop, 
explore faith,  gain more of an identity 
and get to know each other.  

I do of course mean the “Go Away” 
literally. (For the group and not the 
poser of the question.)  A residential 
trip can have such profound effect for 
the group in terms of  encounters with 
each other, and with God. 

One of the first things that going away 
as a group gives you is time. A weekend 
away will probably be, in one hit, the 
same amount of contact time you’d 
otherwise get in a whole year. Not only 
is there more time but by the nature 
of eating, worshipping and having fun 

together;  trust and conversation grow. 
Time away also generates great 

stories and memories and these shared 
memories are a powerful bond for a 
group.  

I was talking recently to some former 
members of the youth group who were 
reminiscing about a dawn communion 
on top of the Malverns and still, ten 
years on, laughing about the fact I 
had forgotten to put the bread in my 
rucksack, necessitating the sharing of 
biscuits and wine! 

One youth group member from 
Didcot said: “You’re with your friends, 
and meeting some new ones too. 
We have a laugh and a great time.” 
A teenager from Newbury added: 
“Residentials are fun, exciting and 
worthwhile. They bring you close to God 
on many levels, through worship and 
great experiences.” 

Being away together also allows us 
to live out Christian community, the 
messy business of being human together.  
It’s interesting that in John’s Gospel, 
referring to Jesus, it says: “The word 
became human and lived among us.” 
The idea of living among us (in the 

Greek) is expressed with the notion of 
“He pitched his tent” among us. How 
cool is that? 

When Jesus wanted people to learn, 
understand and grow that’s what he 
did! You can’t get a better mandate for 
a residential than that. I remember one 
trip away where one evening one of the 
teenagers shared how much she had 
been blessed by being part of the group, 
and how she had learnt so much from 
seeing God at work in their lives. For 
the rest of the group who collectively 
experienced a “Who? US!” reaction it 
was a significant moment in their own 
faith journeys. 

For our young people to encounter 
God and grow in faith, it is vital they 
have the opportunity to put faith 
into practice, and to experience and 
participate in Christian community.  
Being away can be a great place and 
space for this to happen.  

   Nigel Pilmott, of the Frontier Youth 
Trust, says: “More is often achieved 
within the temporary community time of 
a residential than weeks of other types 
of youth work - lives are shared, joys 
celebrated, challenges unpacked and 
memories established.”

For some churches,  taking the young 
people away may seem like a step too 
far but remember that there is the 
Yellow Braces Camp in July where young 
people gather from right across the 
Diocese (and the organisation is done 
for you).  For some churches it might 
be exploring an all age trip, a church 
weekend away!

For those though that are keen to 
run a residential for the young people 
then the Youth Adviser can offer advice, 
support and even some great venues like 
the oddly named Woolhope Cockshoot 
Centre in Herefordshire. However you 
choose to do it, if you are looking for 
an adventure in faith, community and 
action. Go away! 
   Yellow Braces 2012 takes place on 6 
to 8 July. It is a weekend of fun, food, 
engaging with Christianity, faith and life. 
It includes games, crafts, challenges and 
competitions including water balloon 
volleyball, human skittles and a limbo 
competition. The deadline for bookings 
is June 20th. For more information email 
Ian on youthofficer@oxford.anglican.org or 
call 01865 208253 or 01865 208257.

Ian Macdonald, Diocesan Youth 
Adviser, on why he tells leaders to 
go away if they really want to con-
nect with young people.

‘Residentials are fun, 
exciting and worthwhile. 
They bring you close to God 
on many levels...’

‘...lives are shared, joys 
celebrated, challenges 
unpacked and memories 
established.’

Keeping it green - environmental success at Hagbourne Primary School
AT Hagbourne Church of England Primary School near Didcot, pupils and teachers 
take the environment very seriously. The school encourages children to grow their 
own food in its grounds, has a pond where rare great crested newts have been 
spotted, they recycle everything they possibly can and they were one of the first 
schools to be granted Eco School Status, among its various accolades.
  There is also a Sensory Garden where children can chill out if they want to, and 
recycling for everything from paper through to mobile phones and ink cartridges. 
To find out more and hear the children take a tour of the garden, go to www.oxford.
anglican.org/the-door.  

Pic: Ian MacDonald. 

Pics: Jo Duckles
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Summertime provides a wonderful 
opportunity for catching up with 
reading. If you are going away the 
travelling time by rail or plane offers 
plenty of time to sit back and relax 
with a book. If you are staying at 
home, time in the garden can be well 
spent reading. Many people like to 
get hooked on a thriller or romantic 
novel but have you thought of using 
the time wisely with a Christian book? 

Whilst many people see summertime 
reading as possibly getting lost in a 
novel at the airport,on the plane and then 
the beach, there are all sorts of other 
books to get into, the time away offering 
the chance to study a little deeper, 
maybe reflect a little more without the 
distractions of normal day to day living.

You are never too young to start 
reading and Christian bookshops will 
have a good selection to choose from 
covering everything from an introduction 
to the Bible to various life skills. 

Many of your local Christian bookshops 
will be stocking Fairtrade products to 
give as gifts.

There’s a great new book being 
published in June aimed at Children 
and teenagers alike. The increasingly 

popular genre, the graphic novel, is 
used this time to tell the story of St 
George. Akin Akinsiku and Joe Sparrow 
have joined forces to create “St George 
– Blood and Martyrs” issued through 
Highland Books in June. 

The legend of George and the 
martyrdom of an unnamed soldier in 
Eusebius are often linked. Here the 
authors have added the idea that 
the future Emporor Constantine was 
affected by the martyrdom and linked 
George with the famous vision before 
the Battle of the Milvian Bridge.

Using a combination of sources from 
traditional myth, fictional imagination 
tinged with a touch of history there are 
3 styles of art used to present the story. 
The book should retail at £14.99 and you 

can book it from your local bookshop or 
source it on-line.

‘A Celebration of Banners’ is another 
book that would make a great gift. 
Packed with 170 colour photographs it 
draws on banners from across the world. 
Apart from being an obvious source 
book for churches and organisations 
looking to make their own banners its 
also a great work for anyone interested 
in art to dip into for entertainment and 
inspiration.

A ‘great’ read for the summer

An Ideal Gift Book
'A Celebration of Banners' 
by Ruth Wood and Priscilla Nunnerley 
ISBN 978-0955858208

An attractive informative book from 
53 places (11 overseas) 170 colour 
photos and many ideas for the new and experienced 
banner-maker.  Also for those interested in art. 
There are two contributions from the Mothers Union. 
Special offer £7 includes postage from St Andrew's 
Bookshops  mail@standrewsbookshop.co.uk  
(Tel. 01494 863950)View pages on 
www.acelebrationofbanners.co.uk

To Advertise 

in the Month 

Call 

01752

To 
Advertise 

Please 
Call Roy
01752 
225623

Advertisement Feature



the Door June 2012 9

I bring greetings from our Diocese 
of Kimberley and Kuruman. 
We give thanks for our special 
relationship since 1993 and we 
are pleased that we are able to 

share this special day together during 
our centenary year. As we meet together 
as the family of God, join me in giving 
thanks for God’s blessings in that part of 
his vineyard over the past 100 years.

When the Diocese of Kimberley and 
Kuruman started our centenary year 
we adopted the motto Travelling on in 
faith, hope and love. We wanted to remind 
churches that;

• We’re on a journey

• We’re people of the Way
• We are pilgrim people
• We haven’t arrived – we are still 

on the road to becoming what 
God intended us to be.

In order for us to fulfil our mission 
we cannot become complacent and 
rest “forever by still waters!” As we have 
been celebrating this milestone of 
our centenary we found the following 
elements interweaved in our activities 
and programmes:

• Commemoration
• Celebration
• Anticipation.
Through the act of Commemoration 

we have looked back.  We have reflected 
on the events which have played out and 
brought us to this point in time and are 
trying to put things into perspective.  

We have tried to learn from the past. 
Our celebrations have been joyous 
events of thanksgiving and savouring the 
goodness and love of God.  We have had 
a wonderful Family Weekend Service 

where we thanked God 
among other things 
for another child of 
this Diocese who has 
been chosen to be the 
Bishop of the Diocese of 
George.  

There have been great 
services in Bothithong 
and Mmabatho where we 
were especially pleased 
when the young people 
came into their own 
and led the older folk in 
joyous worship. We have 
been looking forward in 
anticipation to what God 
might be wanting and 
hoping to do with us and for us.  We 
have been concerned about our legacy 
for the generations to follow.  We have 
pondered on how we will effectively 
raise the next generation, pondering on 
Isaiah 43: 19.  “Cease to dwell on the days 
gone by and to brood over past history. Here 
and now I will do a new thing; this moment 
it will break from the bud. Can you not 
perceive it?”

We need to look at new models, new 
ways of being Church. How can our 
young people learn from each other? We 
know that young people are the same all 
over the world and so we could explore 
how best we can help prepare the next 
generations. We have been concerned 
about education as I believe you have 
been – as you still are concerned about 
the many who, in the early years cannot 
reach their best literary or numeracy 
potential.  

We have no university in our area, 
our bright children – at least, those 
who can afford it – go away; they are 
lost to us.  We have put our toe into 
this pond by establishing our Grammar 
School in exploring steps through 

which we can be positively engaged 
in a process of increasing university 
entrance – and, of course, what are 
the avenues for funding?   This is a 
major area in which we can share with 
each other. We can definitely learn 
new strategies from you about how 
best to approach and influence those 
responsible for the health and safety of 
our people. The threatening strike of 
the tanker drivers remind us how easy it 
become for employees to be exploited. 
What do we say to those in authority? 
Unemployment and reduced income 
affect all of us.  We feel it especially 
corporately when it comes to the parish 
share and we cannot balance the budget 
and consequently our mission priorities 
are shelved or dumped. Does this 
resonate just a little with you??? As the 
Kirundi saying encourages us, we can 
walk a fair distances over the next five 
years if we walk together. Or, as another 
saying from the other side of the world 
suggests: let us get to know, love and 
support each other as we walk in the 
other’s moccasins for a few miles.

The Rt Revd Ossie Swartz is Bishop of 
Kimberley and Kuruman

Feature

Happy Centenary to K&K

The Valley of Hope charity was started by Mothibistad parishioners as a way of 
helping people living with HIV and AIDS and their families. It is run by a volunteer 
committee and supported by a parallel charity in their link parish of Watlington. 

Every month Valley of Hope gives food parcels to 30 families in one of the villages 
in the parish. Ivy Molema,  a retired nurse,  is secretary to the charity. She is pictured 
here in the village of Logaganeng, where Valley of Hope has established a fruit and 
vegetable garden. 

What are your favourite parts of the Bible?  “I can’t remember the verses exactly, 
but I can remember the words:  ‘God so loved the earth that he give us His only 
begotten Son so that those who believe in Him would have an everlasting life.’ And 
then I’ve got this other verse that says ‘Love thy neighbour.’ I’ve got another one 
that says ‘Whatever you do to the least of your brothers, that you do unto me.’ I like 
those three verses of the Bible.”  How does this relate to the work you do? “In the 
Valley of Hope, we’ve got  sick people, affected people, infected people and orphans.  
Some reject these people, but we are with them and try to make them feel at home, 
just to love them.  If you know that some people care about you, you feel OK, you 
feel loved.  If you love yourself, then you can love others. I love being in the Valley of 
Hope. I am doing it out of love, from my heart. I am not doing it because someone 
is telling me come and join us.  I volunteered to be there.”

At a recent celebratory Eucharist 
for our link Diocese of Kimberley 
and Kuruman, the Rt Revd Ossie 
Swartz (pictured right with Bishop 
John) spoke about thanksgiving 
and the way forward for his dio-
cese and our partnership. 

Tour and pray for K&K on a mini pilgrimage
Would you like to pray for our link partners in Kimberley and Kuruman - and learn more about the 
diocese in the process? Archdeacon Karen, the chair of the Kimberley and Kuruman link committee, 
has written a prayer booklet, “Partners in Prayer with Kimberley and Kuruman”  that is available free 
to people in the diocese. Drawing on her own experiences and on Bishop Ossie’s ‘Stations of the 
Diocese’, it takes you on an illustrated mini-pilgrimage around Kimberley and Kuruman, introducing 
people and places and suggesting prayer points. It’s a great introduction! Copies may be ordered by 
ringing 01865 208264 or email archdbuc@oxford.anglican.org

Caring for families
MARCIA Slingers is employed at 
Hope for the Living, a project based 
at St Francis that works with families 
affected by HIV and AIDS and with 
orphans and vulnerable children. A 
trained community care worker, she 
visits five families a day to provide 
support in any issues that the family 
may be facing, whether that’s access 
to social services or intergenerational 
disagreements.  
   What is your favourite part of 
the Bible? “Psalm 23 inspires me 
that I’m not always alone in life and 
that I can always depend on God, 
even  through disappointments or problems, that He’s always there.  Sometimes 
I really do need it, especially when I come to houses where I see stuff that gets 
you, that breaks your heart. Then you go ‘Oh God, you must please come help 
those people.’ It’s like walking with a prayer in your heart: ‘Oh Lord please help that 
child there in that house, that situation, with those problems in that house.’” On 
making a difference: “The work that we are doing is out of my heart, and I really 
want to do this. I can go home and say ‘Oh, today I helped that lady with this, and 
that child, I took her to school …’  It’s like an experience for me, and I’m glad of it.  
And when you go maybe to town, you see one of the children with their parents or 
grandparents. They will wave at you, greet you.  
   “Even their parents are grateful. This makes me feel great about myself that I can 
make a difference in people’s lives. How can people in England pray for you? 
“People from that side must always keep us in prayer so that the Lord can give us 
strength to go on with the work in difficult times, and the Lord must also help our 
orphans and vulnerable children.”  

The Valley of Hope

A ‘great’ read for the summer
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Feature

Get out the bunting - it’s time to party

Take a survey and ask people 
what prayers they know and 
the Lord’s Prayer will come 
out top of the list. But close 
behind, I suspect, would 

come one that many people would 
hardly recognise as a prayer - and yet 
it is. The National Anthem, after all, 
is a prayer to God for the Queen, for 
stability, for good government, for 
peace, for justice - in other words for 
many of the things that we value most 
in life.

Looking back this year over the 
past sixty years we can indeed thank 
God that so many of those petitions 
have been fulfilled. In particular we 
can thank Him that our Queen has 
been given a long life and that she has 
reigned over us with such wisdom and 
ability.

But, as the National Anthem 
indicates, in celebrating her Diamond 
Jubilee we are celebrating something 
more than the mere passing of years. 
A good number of dictators, including 
some singularly nasty ones, have 
survived a long time and there is 
nothing to celebrate about that. Quality 
and not just quantity really matters and 
in our Queen we see someone who 

understands what 
it means to reign 
with humility and 
wisdom, seeking 
to imitate the one 
who came among 
us as the servant 
of all.

For the Church 
of England, of 
course, there is a 
very special link 
with the monarchy.  
After all the Queen 
is the Supreme 
Governor of 
the Church of 
England and every 
member of the 
clergy, whether 
at ordination or when taking up a new 
office, takes an Oath of Allegiance to 
the Crown, as well as one of Canonical 
Obedience to the Bishop.  It is reflected 
too in the role of Bishops in the House 
of Lords.  Despite the beliefs of those 
who think otherwise the role of the 
Lords Spiritual is not to reflect the 
needs of the Church of England, but 
those of all who live in their Dioceses, 
and beyond them.

And here is an important interface 
between the Church and many others 
who hold public office. Like MPs, 
the police, the armed forces and, 
supremely, the Queen, the Church of 
England is here to serve the needs of 
everyone in this country, and not some 
narrow party or religious interest.  Of 
course there are always those who 
want to restrict that vision, both for 

political and ecclesiastical reasons, but, 
at its best, this is part of the genius of 
Anglicanism.

Which brings us back to the Jubilee.  
Hearing about the huge number of city, 
town and village celebrations that are 
going on around the Diocese and the 
country as a whole it is clear to me that 
churches are playing a central role - a 
role that reflects our commitment to 
the whole community.  But there is 
more to that as well, for what will be 
happening is more than a massive street 
party.  Led by the Queen herself there is 
a deep recognition of the part God has 
played in her life, and that of the nation 
and the Commonwealth over the past 
sixty years and for that we can sing in 
thanksgiving and prayer ‘God save the  
Queen’.

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is 
Bishop of Dorchester. 

As the nation gets ready to 
celebrate the Jubilee the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher looks 
at why Anglicans can give 
thanks for Queen 
Elizabeth’s 60-year reign. 

•	 THE Ironstone Chamber Music is a new ensemble of five musicians who will be presenting the Horley Jubilee Concert on 2 June, at 
6pm. They will be playing  Schubert Quartet in A minor D804 “Rosamunde” and Brahms Clarinet Quintet in B. All the players are 
multi-award winners and can be heard regularly on BBC Radio 3, at London’s Wigmore Hall. Box Office: howelltessa@hotmail.co.uk  
01295 738313. Also there will be a Sung Mass in Church on Sunday 3 June at11am, (Haydn Missa Brevis)  followed by the BIG 
village lunch and a Big Screen showing of the Thames Royal Pageant. There is a pub event at the Red Lion on Monday 4 June (fancy-
dress party). There will be a live relay on the big screen of the St Paul’s Jubilee Service on Tuesday 5 in the morning and the Horley v 
Hornton cricket match in the afternoon, with cricket teas. Celebration mugs will 
be given to children under 16 and there will be a photographic competition. In 
the autumn bulbs will be planted at the three village entrances.  

•	 In the Chenies Benefice, St Michael’s Church is joining in with a huge village 
event. Together with the local Baptist Chapel we are doing a Jubilee Messy 
Church and refreshments on the Monday and a Jubilee Songs of Praise at 
St Michael’s on the Sunday evening (6pm). For more see www.chenies2012.
co.uk  At Little Chalfont there will be  a Jubilee Messy Church on the Saturday. 

•	 ART work produced by people from the community will be displayed in an 
exhibition at St James the Great Church, South Leigh, from Saturday 2 June 
to Tuesday 5 June. The normal Sunday service will be held slightly later than 
normal and after it the congregation will join in a lunch in the village hall. 
Karen Wilson, churchwarden, said: “People from the village and the wider 
community will be displaying paintings, sculptures and photographs if they are 
a reasonable size. We’ll be providing refreshments and have information about 
the church during the exhibition and hopefully we will be doing tours of the 
church.”

•	 ST Peter’s Church, Earley is putting some oomph into its Jubilee celebrations 
as Pangbourne Silver Band will be playing at a special open air Eucharist. The 
family friendly service will finish at noon, with a Jubilee lunch of coronation 
chicken and cold beef. In the evening the town council has been invited to 
the service and the Archdeacon of Berkshire, the Ven. Norman Russell will be 
preaching.

What’s going on - a snapshot of the celebrations

“Long to reign over us”

The Son is a proactive, 
provocative and 
uncompromising 

newspaper which aims 
to put Jesus back at 
the centre of society.

Written and presented in an 
easy to read tabloid style, based 
on the UK’s biggest circulation 
newspapers, The Son is an ideal 
tool to reach believers and unbe-
lievers as well.

As well as up-to-the-minute 
news, showbiz and sport from 
the paper, we bring you some 
uplifting testimonies and insight 
from The Son’s brilliant team of 
columnists.

It’s an ideal tool for 
outreach. Why not 

use The Son to reach 
your community?

Order your copies today: 
www.theson.org.uk

or call The Son hotline on

01752 225623.

‘Enjoyed the paper - looks 
great. Well done!’

Jeremy Vine
BBC Radio 2

The Son.
We love him!

New Summer 
Edition 

Now Out!

Advertisement
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Get out the bunting - it’s time to party

WE have three copies of the Jubilee edition of England my England 
– a treasury of all things English, by Gerry Hanson, to give away.

The book, put together by Gerry, who has written for and distributed 
the Door and worships at St Mary’s, Langley. It is a celebration of 
prose, poetry, song, speeches and articles from the historical to the 
more tongue-in-cheek, from various writers. It has contributions from 
personalities such as Alen Coren, Jeremy Paxman, John Mortimer and 
Ian Hislop. 

Gerry says: “I think we are the luckiest nation on earth to have a 
Queen who has kept the vow that she made on her 21st birthday, 
when she was Princess Elizabeth. 

“She vowed to the Commonwealth that her whole life was to be 
devoted to the family to which we all belong and said ‘God help me to 
make good my vow’. We have a monarch who has graced the English 
with such unswerving devotion.”

In his introduction to the book he says: “In all her long and fruitful 
reign she has had the 
support of the peoples 
of the Commonwealth 
but most of all she has 
had the loving support 
and devotion of Prince 
Philip who, as the longest 
serving consort in history, 
has been, in the Queen’s 
own words, her rock. 
Prince Philip has been 
credited with bringing ‘a 
breath of fresh air’ into the 
Royal Family. 

To stand a chance of 
winning a copy of England 
my England, simply send 
your name and address on 
a postcard to England My 
England competition, The 
Door, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford, OX2 0NB, to 
reach us no later than 
Friday 8 June. 

The Queen and Prince Philip at her official birthday in 2011. pic: Istock. 

Win England my EnglandBishop John meets the Queen 

I’m a big fan of the 
Queen, particularly 
as she fulfils her role 

as ‘Supreme Governor’ of 
the Church of England 
so well. Bishops meet 
the Queen in a number 
of different ways. I 
remember one occasion 
when The Queen was 
visiting Durham and there 
were over a hundred 
guests at the Castle. 

I went to sit down at my 
table for eight people. 
First of all I failed to 
identify the man with long 
hair sitting quietly in a 
wheel chair. I introduced 
myself and waited for his 
response. He said ‘I’m 
Peter Ustinov’. Mistake 
number two, because I’d 

already failed to identify 
David Bellamy outside 
and done the same thing. 

I asked my neighbour 
at the table who would be 
sitting at the two empty 
places on our table. “That 
seat will be the Lord 
Lieutenant,” she said, 
“and the other one will be 
for the Queen.” 

I hadn’t done my 
preparation! She, of 
course, was charming 
and we had a good 
conversation about royal 
trains and the strains of 
constant public exposure. 

“The next time we met 
was when I was swearing 
allegiance as one of her 
new diocesan bishops

Addiction
Counselling
Training
School

Gilead Foundations Addiction Counselling 

Training School at Risdon Farm, 

Jacobstowe, near Okehampton offers

the following Diploma  programme covering;
Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 
150 hours: £385
Recovery Support Counselling   (17 courses) 280 hours: 
£530
Addiction Studies (23 courses)  350 hours: £700

Gilead Foundations is also offering 
- Biblical Systematic theology
- The Holy Spirit
- The Person of Jesus Christ: £250
At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis Process 
Relapse Prevention programme with our clients.  
This training and the Genesis tools are used 
throughout the programme at Gilead: £318 We 
also have a correspondence course on counselling 
by Jay Adams: £954
If you, or someone you know would 
like more information about  ACTS 

or would like to make an application, 
please contact:  

Laura Alm  Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk 

www.gilead.org.uk

To Advertise in the Month 

Call 

01752

To Advertise 
Please Call Roy

01752 225623

Advertisement
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The Doorpost
Courses, training, conferences and workshops in June 2012.
The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  
hung on church  noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or 
by post to Church House.  The deadline for the next issue is Friday 1 June 2012.
SATURDAY 2 JUNE 
 
SHIPTON-UNDER-WYCHWOOD: 
Come and sing for the Jubilee with 
Bob Chilcott at St Mary the Virgin 
Church from 10am - 4pm. Email 
sing@ascottpreschool.org.uk for 
details. 
 
TILEHURST: Diamond Jubilee 
Celebrations at St Michael’s from 
9.30am - 5.30pm. Details at www.
stmichaeltilehurst.org.uk 
 
DUCKLINGTON: Classical guitar 
concert at St Bartholomew’s Church 
at 7.30pm. Tickets £6 (under 18s £3). 
Details from 01993 776625 or www.
ducklingtonchurch.org.uk

 
SUNDAY 3 JUNE 
 
BURGHFIELD: Civic service of 
celebration for the Diamond Jubilee 
at St Mary’s Church at 10am. 
Details 0118 983 4433 or www.
stmarysburghfield.org 
 
MONDAY 4 JUNE 
 
AYLESBURY: Jubilee barn dance 
at St Mary the Virgin Church at 7pm. 
Cost £4 (under 16s free). Details 
01296 437641. 
 
WEDNESDAY 6 JUNE 
 
ALDWORTH: Teas are served at St 
Mary’s Church, home to the newly 
conserved effigies ‘Aldworth Giants’ 
every Wednesday from 2.30pm - 
4.30pm. Details 01635 578177. 
 
THURSDAY 7 JUNE 
 
AYLESBURY: Lunchtime concert at 
St Mary the Virgin at 12.45pm. Also 
on 14, 21 and 28 June. Details 01296 
437641. 
 
OXFORD: The Retired Clergy 
Association meeting in the Priory 
Room at Christ Church Cathedral from 
10.15am. ‘Britain & Europe - a study 
of oposites?’ with Dr John Clements. 
Bring and share lunch at 12 noon 
(surname A-L bring sweets; M-Z bring 
savouries). Details 01865 761476. 
 
DEDDINGTON: A History of 
Christianity in fifteen objects in the 
parish church at 7.30pm. Talk by The 
Revd Dr William Whyte. Details www.
historyofchristianity.org.uk 
 
OXFORD: Lunchtime talk on Charles 
Dickens at St Giles’ Church at 
12.30pm. ‘Dickens and Shakespeare’ 
with Professor Michael Slater. Talk 
also on 14 and 21 June. Details www.
ocsg.uk.net

SATURDAY 9 JUNE 
 
NEWBURY: Concert of chamber 
music at St Nicolas Church at 7pm 
Tickets at door £10 (£5 conc) - in 
aid of Friends of Hope for Africa. 
Details 01635 51156 or email 
sharonjcoward@aol.com

FRIDAY 15 JUNE 
 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE: Go Green 
for Bucks Day. Details 01296 
330134.  
 
SATURDAY 16 JUNE 
 
ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD: A 
summer concert at All Saints’ Church 
at 7.30pm. Free admission. 
 
LOUGHTON (MILTON KEYNES): 
All Saints’ Church and the National 
Gardens Scheme open gardens 
weekend today and tomorrow. Five 
gardens/flower festival and more. 
Midday to 5pm. Adults £5, children 
free. Details 01908 568624. 
 
STONE: Table top sale at 84 Oxford 
Road from 10am - 3pm in aid of Stone 
Church toilet fund. Various stalls. Cost 
for table £7.  Please phone 01296 
747932 to book table. 
 
WOOTTON BY WOODSTOCK: 
Open gardens and flower festival this 
weekend from 2pm to 6pm. Garden 
tickets £5 per adult (flower display 
free). Details 01993 811027. 
 
SUNDAY 17 JUNE 
 
EARLEY:  A concert by Reading 
Minster Boy’s Choir, followed by tea 
and scones at 3pm at St Nicholas 
Church. Details 0118 966 9080. 
 
THURSDAY 21 JUNE 
 
TILEHURST: St Mary Magdalen Hall, 
Rodway Road. Music from ‘60 glorious 
years’ by Reading Concert singers at 
7.30pm. £8 (£4 under 16s). Details 
0118 9425 290. 
 
FRIDAY 22 JUNE 
 
WHITLEY: St Agnes Hall, 
Northumberland Avenue. Music 
from ‘60 glorious years’ by Reading 
Concert singers at 7.30pm. £8 (£4 
under 16s). Details 0118 9425 290. 
 
LITTLE MARLOW: St John the 
Baptist Patronal Festival. Organ recital 
at 7.30pm. Tickets £12.50 (incl glass 
of wine). Children £5. Flower festival 
on 23 June 12 noon to 5.30pm and 
24 June 2pm - 5.30pm. Details 01628 

482103/523393. 
 
SATURDAY 23 JUNE 
 
WESTON TURVILLE: Concert by 
The Cygnet Singers at St Mary the 
Virgin at 7.30pm. Details 01296 
424982 or 01296 612303. 
 
ABINGDON: Recital by Soprano 
Aileen Thompson around the theme 
‘The other woman’ in aid of Help 
for Heroes at St Helen’s Church at 
7.30pm. £10 on the door or £8 in 
advance - Details 01235 520155. 
 
HIGH WYCOMBE: ‘The Spirit of 
Life’. A Christian mind, body, spirit fair 
at All Saints Church from 10am - 5pm. 
Entry £3. Details www.spiritoflife-hw.
org 
 
WEDNESDAY 27 JUNE 
 
TURVILLE:  Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 
 
THURSDAY 28 JUNE 
 
DEDDINGTON: A History of 
Christianity in fifteen objects in the 
parish church at 7.30pm. Talk by 
Canon Prof George Pattison. Details 
www.historyofchristianity.org.uk 
 
OXFORD: St Frideswide Church 
at 7.30pm. Organ concert by Armin 
Becker. £5 (incl wine and nibbles). 
Email riverbank26@tiscali.co.uk 
 
SATURDAY 30 JUNE 
 
HEADINGTON:  Summer music 
festival will be hosted at All Saints, 
Highfield. Harp concert at 8pm. 
Details 01865 341024. 
 
CLANFIELD, NEAR BAMPTON: St 
Stephen’s Church are holding a flower 
festival from 10am - 5pm and on 1 
July from 11.30am - 5pm. Details from 
01367 810255. 
 
STEVENTON: A summer concert at 
St Michael and All Angels at 7.30pm. 
Free admission. Email jack@thomas-
jarvis.freeserve.co.uk 
 
EAST HAGBOURNE: Get ready for 
the Scarecrow Trail on until 8 July. 
Theme: the Olympics. Come and 
follow the trail and have tea and cakes 
at St Andrew’s Church. Details 01235 
813826. 
 
OXFORD: Deacons’ ordination 
services will take place at 10am, 2pm 
and 6pm at Christ Church Cathedral. 

Services at Christ Church Cathedral
SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in priory room); 11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong.
WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).
AFTER EIGHT: Time to reflect, time to pray.  Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155  www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Courses and Special events
‘YOU ARE HERE’: Saturday 9 June from 9.30am - 4pm. 
A CMS training day for church leaders interested in 
developing local mission. £15 person (includes lunch; 
conc £10). Details 01865 787515 or email michael.
burke@cms-uk.org 
 
SATURDAY 9 JUNE: Conference at St Stephen’s, Upper 

Basildon RG8 8LS from 2.30pm - 6.30pm. Theme ‘A 
systematic approach to Parables’.  Free admission. Details 
01491 671357 or email admin@obt.org.uk
 
PAINTING AND PRAYER: Monday 11 - Friday 15 June 
at Mirfield. £180 for five days. Details 0161 213 9892. 

To Advertise in the Month Call 

01752

Places to visit 
and things to do

see pages 16 & 17

Advertisement
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Deciding on full time education is 
a tremendously important choice. 
In many cases the subject chosen 
can have repercussions throughout 
life, forming for many students the 
foundations of a lifetime’s career.  
For a Christian of any age the choice 
of a theological, secular or social 
subject is likely to be emphasised 
as it will effect the student’s chosen 
path in the future.

A lot of prayer and advice will be 
undertaken in deciding what path to follow, 
even when inherent talents seem to make 
the choice a little more obvious. For younger 
Christians the path may have already been 
discussed when choosing subjects for ‘A’ 
levels but for many older Christians starting 
a course could well be a part of a change 
in life’s direction. It is worth spending time 
with family, friends and even the Vicar when 
making these important choices.

Making the choice for Theology really is 
one of those life defining decisions. The 
period of careful study leading on as it often 
does to a lifetime in ministry and mission.

There will be others who would like to 
understand the Bible better or have a real 
understanding of pastoral care in order to 
seek a new direction or to serve better in 
their current choice. 

There’s also the choice of college. For many 
some time away from home at University 
can be a time of self-discovery and growing, 
a chance to study whilst enjoying life in 
a different city. Others may well prefer to 
study somewhere closer to home. This can 
be due to the commitments such as family 
responsibilities or commitments to the local 
church or other organisations. Travelling 
times are also quicker, a boon for most 
students. Financial considerations can also 
be a reason to study a little closer to home.

There are many excellent Colleges and 
Universities offering the conveniences 
student life coupled with short journey times 
home. In some cases the sea or countryside 
is not far away.

For all the challenge of full time study 
should prove to be rewarding and fulfilling.

There will also be those who might be 

interested in one of the many distance-
learning courses available today. There are 
many on offer catering for all ages and 
abilities. Such courses can help you in your 
private devotions and understanding of the 
Scriptures.

Apply Now for Autumn 2012 Enrolment
Visit www.sarum.ac.uk

01722 424827  •  courses@sarum.ac.uk

Flexible study for
certificates, diplomas
and MA degrees
Programmes in

Theology, Imagination and Culture
Christian Approaches to Leadership
Christian Spirituality
Christian Liturgy

Delivered via intensive modules and guided home
study. Optional modules open to all.

Validated by

Sarum Link SC ad_150x63_MA_lastcall_Sarum Link_SC a

Foundations 
For The Future

...deepen your faith by studying 
full time, part time or by 

distance learning

...deepen your ministry through  
engaging with biblical studies,  
doctrine and practical theology

...deepen your vision through  
our post-ordination and  

postgraduate courses

go 
deeper

admissions@stjohns-nottm.ac.uk     
0115 968 3203     
www.stjohns-nottm.ac.uk

Advertisement Feature
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Departs 7th Aug & 4th Sept 2012 8 days from

£709

Discover some of the world’s classic waterways on a cruise with us and enjoy quality, together with 
excellent service throughout. Our 2012 collection includes a superb choice of cruises with plenty of 
time to relax and unwind as you discover ever-changing landscapes.

Great Value River Cruises

Whats included:
• Return coach travel from your local area • Ferry crossing from Dover to Calais  • En-suite cabin 
accommodation aboard the mps Lady Anne or mps Amsterdam • Full board during your cruise 

• Entertainment every night • Welcome drink, Captain’s get together and Party Night 

Floriade & the Rhine 
in Flames Festival

Enjoy a feast of festivals as we cruise through the 
narrow Rhine Gorge to see the Rhine in Flames, 
an extraordinary interplay of � re, water and 
light which celebrates the grape harvests, before 
crossing just over the border into the Netherland 
to visit the world-class Floriade, set to be the most 
exciting to date.

Visits to Cologne, Koblenz, Rüdesheim, 
Mainz, Boppard, Andernach and Bonn

Cruise the Rhine to 
Switzerland

This is undoubtedly one of our most popular 
cruises, taking you on a dramatic and memorable 
journey as our border hopping route wends its way 
through the romantic Rhine Gorge of Germany, 
the scenic Alsace region of France and into the 
northern mountain slopes of Switzerland.

Visits to Andernach, Rüdesheim, Speyer, 
Germersheim, Strasbourg, Lucerne, Breisach, 
Basel, Kehl, Mannheim, Mainz and Cologne

Departs May - October 2012
10 days from

£1,049

For more information and to 
book call: 01752 364186

Operated by The River Cruise Line of Market Harborough ABTA W0552 ATOL 9357. 
Prices are per person & based on two people sharing. Single supplements may apply. 
Departure points are subject to availability and minimum numbers being achieved.

Advertisement
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Arts and Books

It is well worth visiting Dorchester 
Abbey to see the exhibition, John Piper 
and the Church. We should be very 

grateful for the hard work and dedication 
put in by Pat Jordan-Evans of the Bohun 
Gallery and many others associated with 
Dorchester Abbey,  that has gone into 
locating, describing and displaying such 
a fascinating array of watercolours, oil 
paintings, sketch-books, prints, designs for 
stained glass, tapestry and vestments.

They range from Piper’s early years 
until the late eighties and give an insight 
into the breadth of his work. There is 
much for us to ponder and enjoy. 

This is the first exhibition with the 
specific aim of examining Piper’s 
connection with the Church, although 
it would hardly be possible to imagine 
Piper without the Church. It is certainly 
fitting that it should take place in 
Dorchester Abbey. Piper was one of the 
founders of the Friends of Dorchester 
Abbey. Nurtured and inspired by Ninian 
Comper, he also became a member of 
the Diocesan Advisory Committee and 
never forgot his words that a beautiful 
church interior should: “...move to 
worship, to bring a man to his knees, to 
refresh his soul in a weary land”. 

The DAC then and now safeguards 
our treasured churches, while finding 
ways of adapting them and making them 
more accessible to modern visitors and 

worshippers. Anne Kelaart in her preface 
draws our attention to his comments 
on the Abbey in the Shell guide, as a 
building “that has been so much loved 
and used, much neglected, mutilated 
and restored but that originally had such 
richness and excellence of workmanship 
that nothing – time, weather or man 
could spoil it”. It is as if a sense of God, a 
sense of our spirituality cannot be lost, it 
is rooted in these places of worship.

What interested me and is well 
brought out by the Rt. Revd. Dr. David 
Stancliffe in his article, John Piper’s 
Spiritual Landscape, in the excellent 
catalogue of the exhibition, was 
the sense of Piper’s own faith. The 
exhibition touches on this tangentially, 
probably because John Piper’s approach 
to God was personal, not something to 
be shouted from the rooftops, like so 
many other Anglicans of his generation. 

He was baptised and confirmed early 
in the war and his love of churches 
was heightened by the crisis many of 
them faced after the war as well as 
the loss of over 200 lives during the 
hostilities. He doesn’t seem to have been 
a man who would have enjoyed talking 
about God or indulging in theological 
speculation and yet as Bishop Stancliffe 
suggests he discloses “the mystery of the 
incarnation”. The sense of God revealed 
in what is around us and in churches 
that have witnessed to personal joy and 
pain, faith and doubt,  and death and 
birth over centuries. We get that same 

sense of 
something 
hidden and 
unspoken 
in his foliate 
heads, which 
remind us 
of a pagan 
past, folk 
memories 
of the 
green man, 
absorbed by 
the fabric 
of Christian 
churches, 
and evident 
in several of 
the works on 
show. 

I was 
especially 
taken by 
his early 
aquatints and designs for stained 
glass, and I am sure I am not the only 
clergyman or woman, who secretly 
wanted to try out one or perhaps all 
of the chasubles (liturgical robes). 
I particularly liked the designs for 
the window in Iffley Church, entitled 
Nativity and given by Myfanwy Piper in 
1995 to commemorate her husband. 

I have not visited the church and 
next time I am in the area, I will make 
a detour. Christus natus est (today Christ 
is born) cries the cock,  quando quando, 

(when when) calls the goose, in hac nocte, 
(tonight) caws the crow, Bethlehem 
Bethlehem bleats the lamb and beneath, 
in the words from Christopher Smart, 
“Let man and beast appear before him 
and magnify his name together”. I say 
Amen to that.

The Revd Jonathan Meyer is Priest-in-
Charge at St Mary’s Ewelme.  John Piper 

and the Church runs at Dorchester Abbey 
until June 10th.

Picture: Long Sutton, Lincolnshire, c1985, 
gouache,©The Piper Estate

By Jonathan Meyer

See works by the proud Piper of Dorchester

Travel Insurance
Arranged for The The Door Readers

0116 272 0500
Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A.

TOP QUALITY ANNUAL AND SINGLE TRIP COVER

CAR
HIRE

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted.
Specialist cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays.

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

FREE MEDICAL SCREENING SERVICE AVAILABLE

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~

SUMMER OFFER ( EUROPE):
1wk from £18.95; 2wks from £21.95; 3wks from £26.95;

Annual Europe from £69.95. Age restrictions apply
We are based in the UK and your call will be answered

by a real person...not a machine!!!

Lanzarote
Playa Blanca

Affordable 
family villa 

Ideal for Family 
Holidays & 

Long Winter Breaks

Tel 01454 260619
www.lanzarotevilladirect.co.uk

ASHBOURNE 
DERBYSHIRE 

 
 

Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

 Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
 www.conifercottage.biz 

01727 751070

 

Dartmouth 
Devon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473 

 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

DOMFRONT
LOWER NORMANDY

Two bedroom cottage 
in rural setting

70 miles from Caen. 
Shops in local villages

Twin room/family room/cot

Tel. 01935 814324
Email. patatkinson11@gmail.com

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679
www.gable-end.com

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

The Glenbourne

A comfortable hotel in the popular
Alum Chine area of Bournemouth.

Near to the seafront with excellent blue flag
beaches, bus stop right outside, parking, rooms
for 1, 2, 3 or 4 people. All En-suite. Tea/coffee

facilities and tv/radio in each room.
Convenient for Bournemouth, Poole and many

other attractions. Reasonable rates.
Telephone 01202 761607

www.theglenbourne.co.uk • info@theglenbourne.co.uk

   

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome 

welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House 

✰✰✰✰ Silver Award
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks.
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff
patriciakingford@aol.com
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683
Insurance

To Advertise in the Month 

Call 

01752

To Advertise 
Please Call Roy
01752 225623

Holidays AbroadHolidays at Home

Conferences

Advertisement Feature
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Middlebrook Pike 
United Methodist Church Choir

Knoxville, Tennessee, USA

From a congregation of about 1,000 the adult 
choirs, from which the touring group comes, 

number about 45, all of whom are volunteers.  They 
regularly sing for two Sunday worship services 

and provide extended musical services for special 
seasons several times each year.

The musical selections to be sung on this years tour 
of England will be taken from several selections 
from the classic repertoire by such composers as  
J S Bach, Schubert, and Steffani, arrangements 

based on American hymn traditions, and selections 
from the pen of current American and British 

anthem composers.

The church has a long history of quality choral mu-
sic.  Director for the past four year is Dr. William 

Melton, a veteran of over half a century’s experience 
as a music educator and church musician.  The 

choir is accompanied by Sabra Buchheit, a graduate 
of Cincinnati Conservatory.”

Performing a lunchtime recital at 
CHRIST CHURCH, OXFORD 

Friday, 29th June -  1.00pm 
FREE ADMISSION – ALL WELCOME

The summertime is great for getting 
out and about. Enjoying walks in the 
sunshine, shopping and getting some 
peace away from the day to day 
demands that life brings. Many of 
England’s great Cathedrals are visitors 
centres in their own right attracting 
tens of thousands of visitors each 
year.

Our own Christ Church in Oxford has 
its fair share of visitors. At the end of 
June it has a visit from the Middlebrook 
Pike United Methodist Church Choir 
from the United States of America. The 
touring group of 45 members is taken 
from a congregation of around 1,000 
who attend the church in Knoxville, 
Tennessee. Led by Dr. William Melton, 
who has been the choirs director for the 
past 4 years and over half a century’s 
experience as a music educator and 

church musician, the selections being 
sung on this years tours include pieces 
by Schubert, Bach and Stefani. The 
accompanist is Sabra Buchheit a 
graduate of the Cincinnati Conservatory. 
The performance is at 1pm on 29th June 
and all are welcome to this free event.

When you are out and about this 
summertime, take some time out to look 
in at one of the country’s many beautiful 
and historic cathedrals. Cathedrals 
everywhere have entertained pilgrims 
and travellers for centuries, their history 
and beauty continue to attract thousands 
through their doors year after year. Not 
so far away, Rochester Cathedral has 
a wealth of history dating back 1,400 
years! Whilst individuals are welcome 
to visit free of charge the cathedral has 
all sorts of packages available for larger 
groups including a Pilgrimage package, 
which offers personal welcome to your 
group by the Canon in residence, the 
reflective audio tour, cream tea and you 
can join in the Eucharist or Evensong 
depending on your choice of time and 
day. Also on offer are bespoke tours 
tailored to your needs, from Benedictine 
monasticism to Norman architecture, 
graffiti to memorials and textiles. The 
Guild of Embroiderers welcomes visitors, 
though these times are limited.  Just 
ask and we will book a tour to suit the 
interests of your group. Whilst you are 
there you might consider refreshments 
in the Tea Rooms - located in the 18th 
century Deanery .  The Gardens - one 

of Rochester’s best-kept secrets with its 
majestic Magnolia Grandiflora and view 
across what was originally the monastic 
herb garden.  In this area visitors can 
now see the newly restored section of 
the Roman Wall, dating from c200AD, 
that once surrounded the Roman City of 
Durobrivae and was incorporated in the 
later buildings of the Monastery Although 
only yards from busy Rochester High 
Street, the peace and tranquillity of the 
garden provides a sanctuary for wild 
birds, squirrels and foxes, and, weather 
permitting, visitors to the Tea Rooms.

A little further away in Wales, St 
Davids Cathedral welcomes visitors and 
pilgrims too. 

Since the 6th century there has been 
a church on this site.  For the past 1500 
years prayer and worship has been 
offered to God on a daily basis which 
continues to this day.   

St David taught his followers to ‘be 
joyful, to keep the faith and to do the 
little things’.  The website offers the 
following message “In this Cathedral 
we strive to keep the faith which Christ 
and his apostles taught, to be joyful in 
our expression of the gospel message 
to the hundreds of thousands of visitors 
and pilgrims who come to this Cathedral 
every year”. 

The 15-foot high Close Wall, built in 
the 14th century enclosed the original 
cathedral city.  The wall was pierced by 
four gatehouses.  The Tower Gatehouse, 
is the only survivor and was used by 

the medieval town 
council.  Also 
housed in the 
Tower Gate House 
is the lapidarium 
(where there is a 
display of religious 
stones) and below 
is the bishop’s 
dungeon.  Next 
to the gatehouse 
stands the 13th 
century Bell Tower 
which now has a 
Royal ring of ten 
bells.

The Gatehouse 
contains an 
exhibition designed 
to introduce the 
pilgrim/visitor to 
the history and life 
of the Cathedral 
today including its 
daily worship.

Out and About In The Summer Time

25 May - 5 June 2012

Refreshments • Concerts • Crafts • Flowers • Exhibitions

Welcoming visitors to churches during the 
Diamond Jubilee

Haven’t signed up yet? Go online or phone 08451 222660

www.jubileechurchesfestival.org

Advertisement Feature
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The organisers of The Craft and Design Experience are 
once again staging their contemporary craft fair in June 
at The Henley Showground within the Hambleden Estate, 
near Henley on Thames.

 The Craft and Design Experience has earned an enviable 
reputation for selecting only the very best professional 
designers, artists and craftsmen and, with the resurgence 
in interest in designer crafts, the event is expected to be 
as popular as ever.  Visitors are able to shop for unusual 
contemporary items in a relaxing atmosphere, view a wide 
range of demonstrations or take part in various craft related 
workshops.  For children there will be a storyteller, a make 
and take area and lots more.

 Work will be on sale from exhibitors working in many 
disciplines including furniture, textiles, jewellery, leatherwork, 
glass and more.   Design of the exhibitors’ products must be 
of the highest standard to be selected, and must show true 
innovation and originality ensuring only the very best in UK 
design is represented. 

Opening times are 10 am – 5 pm each day.  Advance 
tickets are now on sale at a reduced price or purchase on 
the door at £7.00 for adults, £6.00 for over 65s or children 5 
– 16 £1.00.  For further information and advance ticket sales 
contact CDE Ltd on 01622 747 325 or visit the website at  
www.craftexperience.co.uk. 

Looking ahead to August the 
Bucks County Show promises 
to be as exciting as ever.

contemporary

Craft & Design Fair
22 –24 JuneThe largest and most

popular event of its
kind in the area

HENLEY 
ON THAMES
Henley Show Ground, nr Hambleden

Purchase direct from the leading makers
Adults: £7 • Over 65’s: £6 • 5–16 years: £1

10am – 5pm daily • www.craftexperience.co.uk
WORKSHOPS • DEMONSTRATIONS • ENTERTAINMENT

*To qualify please complete and hand in on entry to the show.

Name ....................................................................................................................................................

Email ...................................................................................................................................... The Door

ADMIT
ONE FREE

WITH
THIS AD*

CDE_170x261L_CDE_170x261L  14/05/2012  09:13  Page 1

Great Events Planned For The Summer
Advertisement Feature
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Silversea All-Inclusive Luxury
• Up to $500 onboard spending credit

per suite

• Butler service for every suite

• Fine wines, spirits and champagne

• All ocean-view accommodation

• In-suite bar stocked with your
preferred selections

• 24-hour room service

• Gourmet cuisine in association
with Relais & Châteaux

• In-suite dining served course by course

• All gratuities

• Transportation into town (most ports)

ATLANTIC 
OCEAN

CARIBBEAN 
SEA

Barbados

Dominica

St Barts

St Lucia

The Grenadines

St Maarten

•

•
• •

•

•

Ship Date Days Itinerary
Fares
from Air

Onboard
Spending Credit

Silver
Whisper

22 Nov 2013 7 Bridgetown, Barbados; Day at Sea; Philipsburg, St Maarten;
Gustavia, St Barts; Roseau, Dominica; Castries, St Lucia;
Bequia, Grenadines; Bridgetown, Barbados

£1,999 FREE $500

Terms and conditions: Fares are per guest based on double occupancy. Port charges, government fees and taxes are included. Complimentary flights and transfers promotion is eligible for selected voyages
for a limited time only and may be withdrawn at any time. Onboard Spending Credit is per double occupancy (single occupancy 50%) for new bookings only. All fares, savings, offers and itineraries are subject
to space availability and may change without notice. Further terms & conditions apply.

For more information and bookings please call

Peter Goord Travel on 01752 364186

ALL-INCLUSIVE LUXURY SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE
PETER GOORD TRAVEL SPECIAL DEPARTURE

No Extras 
includes free 
flights to Barbados

Advertisement Feature



the Door June 2012 19

Letters & comment

Audio version

by Natalie Merry

Comment

Sight impaired 
people can 
get a free 

audio verison 
of the Door by 
contacting the 

Oxford Diocese 
on 01865 
208227

Editor: Jo Duckles  Tel: 01865 208227
Email: jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org
Editorial Assistant/Distribution: Debbie Dallimore
Tel: 01865 208225 Email: debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org
Advertising:  Roy Perring Tel: 01752 225623  
Email: roy@cornerstonevision.com
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The Door is published by Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance (Diocesan Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce). 
The registered office is Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 ONB. Tel: 01865 
208200. While every care is taken to ensure the reliability of our advertisements, their inclusion in  The 
Door does not guarantee it or mean that they are endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. 

Still time to say no to VAT

Comings and Goings: 

The Revd Catharine Morris has taken 
up post as Parish Development Adviser 
for Berkshire; The Revd Luke Taylor 
will take up post as Rector of Binfield; 
The Revd Lucie Austin has taken up 
post as Associate Clergy at Icknield; 
The Revd Corinne Smith will take up 
post as Chaplain at Sue Ryder Nettlebed 
Hospice; The Revd Philip Davies will 
be leaving his post as Priest in Charge 

at Banbury St Hugh; The Revd Ian 
Gooding has left his post as Assistant 
Curate at Woughton. 

The following have been given 
Permission to Officiate: The Revd Joy 
Porter; The Revd Gareth Hughes; 
The Revd Joseph Steinberg; The 
Revd Kevin Mentzel. 

We recall with sadness the death of The 
Revd Robin Denniston. 

‘ You shall hallow the fiftieth Year and 
You shall proclaim libertY throughout the 
land to its inhabitants. it shall be a Jubilee 
for You.’ leviticus 25:10

It was a wonderful idea, even if (as scholars 
suspect) it was hardly ever fully implemented 
- a ‘year of jubilee’, once every fifty years. 
It would be introduced across the land 
by a blast on the trumpet (jubilee means 
‘trumpet’) and signalled a year of freedom. 
Debts would be cancelled, mortgages wiped 
out and slaves freed - no wonder it was hard 
to enforce! It was, as Jesus described it in the 
synagogue at Nazareth at the beginning of 
his ministry, the time to ‘proclaim release for 
the captives . . .to let the oppressed go free, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour’ (Luke 
4: 18,19).

And now we are in a Year of Jubilee! Sixty 
years ago the young Elizabeth became Queen 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland and head of the 
Commonwealth. The years that followed were 
literally years of freedom for many nations 
that had been British ‘colonies’. The wind 
of change blew through Africa (in Harold 
Macmillan‘s memorable phrase). We saw the 
end of the apartheid era in South Africa and, 
later in her reign, the literal demolition of 
the so-called ‘iron curtain’ that had divided 
east from west in Europe.

There has been much talk of ‘freedom’ 
during those sixty years, not only for nations 
but for individuals. When national freedom 
has been achieved, the emphasis turns to 
personal freedoms - to be free from intrusive 
government, social inequality, censorship 
of the press and media, and so on. Much 
of this has concentrated on human ‘rights’, 
but human responsibility is also a precious 
freedom to be preserved. A large part of 
the dignity of humanity lies in our freedom 
to make moral choices. All free people 
can choose, but good people choose well. 

Freedom is not licence.
It is not freedom to destroy the freedom of 

others, or even simply to ‘do what I want’. If 
it were, those who wrecked the streets of our 
big cities last Summer were simply exercising 
freedom, whereas what happened was a 
distorted kind of slavery - to greed, to anger, 
to self. We are free to choose, but we must 
answer for our choices. 

In this year of Jubilee the Church may 
have a precious opportunity to proclaim true 
freedom - freedom to be what God has willed 
for us. Jesus said, ‘If the Son makes you free, 
you will be free indeed’ (John 8:36). Perhaps 
in this month of Jubilee we could remind 
ourselves that, as those set free by Christ, we 
are called to be the willing ’slaves’ of the One 
‘whose service is perfect freedom’.

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on 
evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broadcaster 
and the author of many books. www.davidwinter-author.co.uk.

  
Thought 
for the 
Month

By David Winter

We do not alter our historic 
churches lightly. Alterations 
are made to safeguard 

the future of the building and the 
congregation, most often taking the form 
of the simple facilities that the church 
in the 21st century needs in order to 
connect with local communities and 
support their congregations: disabled 
access, WC and kitchen provision, 
perhaps a small meeting area for 
community work. The shock proposal in 
the recent Budget that the full rate of 20 
per cent VAT would be applied to such 
work was terrible news.      

The proposals, put together without 
any consultation, are an attack on charity 
and community as well as on heritage. 
If they come in to force they will cost 
parishes in the Diocese an extra £600,000 
every year. This is a drop in the ocean to 
HM Treasury, but to our hard working 
volunteers it is a vast sum given they are 
already having to find £3.1 million for 
the alteration works themselves, and over 
£5 million for repairs every year. It will hit 
the poorest parishes, those most in need 
of basic facilities to keep their churches 
going, hardest. Nationally, the proposals 
would cost the Church of England over 
£20 million. 

The Government argues that this 
measure is necessary to stop rich mansion 
owners using a “VAT anomaly” to conduct 
luxury conversions. This is misleading 
– of the 374,000 listed buildings in 
England only 10 per cent are manors and 
mansions; many of them are no longer 
in private hands. The vast majority are 
owned by charitable or public bodies, 
or are modest domestic properties. This 
measure doesn’t hit the millionaire in his 
mansion; it hits ordinary people who care 
for our extraordinary heritage.

 There is still time to prevent the 
proposals in their current, damaging 
form. It is hoped that the Government 
will see sense and either drop them or 
at least make an exception for places of 
worship. Centrally the Church is calling 
for the return of the zero-rating of VAT 
on alterations to listed places of worship, 
through amendment to the Finance Bill; 
representatives from central Church have 
met with the Chancellor and Treasury 
officials twice in order to press the case. 
You can help by writing to your MP, 
by signing the e-petition at   http://
epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/32229, 
or by contacting the HMRC direct 
through david.roberts4@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk. 

If you have a church project that could 
be affected by the proposed changes to 
zero rating, you can contact the DAC 
Secretary for advice on 01865 208229 or 
natalie.merry@oxford.anglican.org.
Natalie Merry is Secretary to the Diocesan 

Advisory Comittee.

LETTERS

‘All free people can choose, but 
good people choose well.’

‘Proclaim release for the captives...’

A trumpet blast announces the year of Jubilee pic: Istock. 

Competition Winner 
The winner of the competition 
featured in the April issue of the 
Door to win a ticket to the Soil 
and Soul Festival was Tamasin 
Eversfield from Charlbury.

Carey Centre cares 
for young people
I am 83, but one of my 
hobbyhorses is the welfare of 
kids and young people. I did a 
little primary school teaching. I 
found that my class didn’t always 
conform to the popular notions of 
youthful behaviour.  They could 
be noisy - but occasionally, while 
doing art for example, they could 
talk in whispers and produce a 
very contemplative ‘grown up’ 
atmosphere. 
   At that time there were a lot of 
‘inspirational’ theories adopted 
by education authorities. The 
Initial Teaching Alphabet was just 
one example. Like medicines, 
they should have been tested 
thoroughly first. Some might apply 
that to Church initiatives?

Churches try to be ‘relevant’ to 
young people. But it isn’t simple. 
There is a danger that Church 
people try to imitate pop music, 
for example, without having all the 
necessary skills. 

Enough boring old git stuff! I 
heard a little gossip yesterday. I 
hope it’s true. Yesterday I was at 
the Carey Centre in the middle 
of Reading. It seems that they 
made efforts to attract younger 
people, and were apparently so 
successful that their facilities are 
now a little overwhelmed at times.

My first impulse was to want 
reporters to do a feature on it. 
Then I grew cautious.  ‘It’s easy 
to copy the inn-sign.  It’s harder 
to copy the beer!’ It’s possible to 
see people waving yellow flags in 
Church without understanding the 
costs and the benefits.It may be a 
good idea to do something in the 
Door on the Carey Centre, if and 
when it is reasonable.

Phil  French, Reading
Thanks for the tip off - I’ll 

look into it - Editor. 
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God in the life of... 

When we meet on a 
Tuesday after school in 
Didcot, Bevan has just 
finished an afternoon 
working with small 

groups of year 6 children to boost their 
key maths skills. It’s a far cry from his 
day job at Transport for London (TfL) 
where he works on the District, Circle 
and Hammersmith and City lines. It’s a 
role that involves complex mathematical 
planning of timetables and upgrades to 
signalling equipment and rolling stock 
– and makes rather different use of his 
two Oxford degrees in Maths.

Bevan, who is 32, has worked for TfL 
for the past five years, but in January 
this year he started a new work pattern, 
reducing his paid hours to four days a 
week to allow scope for his voluntary 
work. “Northbourne is our church 
school. It’s about contributing to the 
community in which I live,” he says. 

He was looking for a different balance 
in life, and discussed this with friends at 
St Peter’s, Didcot, where he and his wife 
Elizabeth worship, when someone on 
the PCC suggested that he spoke to Paul 
Shaughnessy, the headteacher. Some sort 
of role in school was an obvious choice 
as Bevan has always enjoyed working 
with young people – he was running an 
army cadet force unit at the age of 23 
– and previously trained as a secondary 
school teacher. Fortunately his manager 
at TfL was supportive and gave Bevan 
the green light.

“I really enjoy being able to teach the 
children here without the responsibility 
of all the paperwork. And I enjoy the 
contrast between the complex Maths I 
use at TfL and being with young and 
enthusiastic people in school,” he says. 
“It’s fair to say it’s a challenging area, 

but it’s not a challenging school to teach 
in because the atmosphere is very much 
about learning.” 

Bevan’s decision to volunteer in the 
community springs from his Christian 
faith which he discovered at university. 
“I was brought up in a non-Christian 
household, although I was sent to 
church by my parents because they 
thought it would give me good moral 
values,” he says with a smile. He enjoyed 
singing in the choir – but his church 
involvement came to a natural end when 
the choirmaster died, and Bevan moved 
on to secondary school.

He went up to Oxford (Lady 
Margaret Hall) to study Maths and was 
immediately impressed by the Christian 
Union. “The CU was 40 strong and the 
lives they led made a big impact on 
me,” he says. “It was the quality of the 
relationships they had with each other.

“I couldn’t believe there were 
Christians at Oxford! But there was an 
open invitation so I went along.” He 
started attending St Ebbe’s in Oxford, 
which has a huge student congregation. 
“It was a very different experience 
from anything I had met before. It 
was the emphasis on Biblical teaching, 
explaining and applying it to today, and 
the modern and informal worship style. 
And they were open to the idea that you 
could question things.”

There was, he says, a moment after two 
months of his first term when he made 
a commitment as a Christian. He stayed 
on at St Ebbe’s for the three years he 
was an undergraduate, and while he was 
studying for his MSc afterwards.

At the end of his studies he needed 
a change and took a gap year as a 
volunteer at the Abernethy Nethybridge 
Adventure Centre, a Christian centre in 

Scotland, something he describes as a 
“mixed experience”, partly because his 
girlfriend (now wife) was still in Oxford. 
Then he moved to London to take up a 
position with the Department for Work 
and Pensions. Three years on, he left to 
study for a PGCE, and worked for a term 
as a secondary school teacher before 
deciding it wasn’t for him.

Now he and Elizabeth, who works 
for the Law Commission and also 
teaches Roman Law at Oxford, live 
a rich and varied life in Didcot. His 
hobbies include Scottish dancing and 
table-top war gaming. Alongside his 
day at Northbourne, he and his wife 
help to lead a 30-strong youth group at 
St Peter’s. He’s about to begin further 
training on the South Central Minsitry 
Training Course as he explores his 
ministry further. 

Bevan Marchand is a 
man on a mission - to help 
Northbourne C of E Primary 
School pupils to fall in love 
with maths. He tells  Sarah 
Meyrick his story.  

Teaching by numbers, Bevan brings maths alive for pupils. Photograph by KT Bruce. 

Fine furniture for church and home
Ronald Emett

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk
Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD0612

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SNPage 15
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